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● Used to create unity between elements, 
organize the page and direct the eye

● Nothing should be placed on the page 
arbitrarily

● Every item should have a visual connection 
with something else on the page













➔ Every element should be 

aligned with other elements

➔ Avoid using more than one 

text alignment per page

➔ Do not use centered or 

justified text except where 
appropriate







● Reusing the same or similar elements 
throughout the design

● Used to create consistency (unity) and 
visual interest 

● Pattern is a combination of elements or 
shapes repeated in a recurring and regular 
arrangement

● Rhythm is a combination of elements 
repeated, but with variations











➔ Repeat aspects of the 

design through the entire 
piece 

➔ Use repetition to tie 

together elements on a 
page or to create unity in a 
multipage document or 
design package







● Occurs when two elements are 
different

● Grabs your attention
● Creates hierarchy amongst objects
● Directs focus onto a particular 

element











➔ Elements should either be 

the same or very different

➔ Too many contrasting 

elements is confusing

➔ Make sure your elements 

and colors match and feel 
organic







● Can also be referred to as scale
● Hierarchy is when an element appears 

more important in comparison to 
other elements 
in a design

● Creates a visual organisation to a 
design and gives the reader an idea of 
where to begin and finish reading







➔ Typeface selection is critical 

to establishing visual 
hierarchy

➔ Can be displayed through 

color, size, texture, 
placement and alignment







● How the visual weight of elements 
are balanced with each other on both 
sides of a design

● Used to create cohesiveness, 
completion, and satisfaction

● A design can achieve balance through 
symmetry or tension



This form of symmetrical balance 
generally has a very traditional and 
harmonious feel even though, at times, 
it can seem stilted and boring. 





There is tension between 
the two elements and the 
negative space in between.



➔ Using symmetrical balance 

makes the composition 
appear stable and creates a 
more orderly look.

➔ An asymmetrical 

composition is intended to 
create a deliberate 
imbalance of the elements 
in the design.










